WHAT’S COMING UP
December 2nd
Devotional with Pastor Ricky
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December 3rd
Cooking with Phil & Frances
December 4th
National Cookie Day
December 6th
Hanukkah Ends
December 7th
National Letter Writing Day
Pet Therapy
December 8th
Dixie Stompers
New Armuchee & Floyd
Gospel Singers
December 10th
Music with Donnie Hammonds
December 13th
Fun Christmas Songs with
Terri Helton
December 14th
Piano with Katie Hicks
December 16th
Georgia Mountain Music
December 20th
Music with The Coopers
December 21st
Music with Roger Bache
December 22nd
Christmas Music Celebration
with Santa
December 24th
Christmas Eve
December 25th
Christmas Day
December 26th
Kwanzaa Begins
December 31st
New Year’s Eve

Dear residents, family, and friends,
I am so excited to be joining the Riverwood family, and to have the
opportunity to get to know each of you! In my short time here, I
have found that one of the things I love most at Riverwood is the
team. When you walk through our front door, you immediately
know that it’s a special, harmonious place where the relationship
between residents and staff is built on an unparalleled level
of appreciation and respect. I am humbled to have the
opportunity to oversee such a remarkable community of
residents and staff members.
Over the last two years, we have been reminded of the power of
saying “thank you,” and being thankful for our many blessings. We
have adapted and learned. Vivian Greene, an artist, author, and
entrepreneur, is credited with saying, “Life isn’t about waiting for
the storm to pass, it’s about learning how to dance in the rain.”
This pandemic and our new “normal” have taught us how to
dance in the rain. Although we may be dancing six feet apart from
others, no pandemic can stop us from saying “thank you” to our
Riverwood family.
As we close out 2021, my prayer for you is this: “The
LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face
shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his
face toward you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26

Selina Bradley
Executive Director

COMMUNITY NEWS

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO
There was such an abundance of activities at Riverwood during
October and November. We celebrated so many special holidays
and occasions with our residents and family members. We had
hot chocolate and doughnuts, the Fall Festival with fantastic
music and great games, and remembered what Thanksgiving
is all about at our Thankful and Blessed Dinner with residents
and their precious families. Here are just a few of our other
November events:
» Pumpkin Painting

» Musical Guests:

» BINGO

• Butch Reeves

» Butter Bean Auction

• Terri Helton

» Riverwood Ring Toss

• New Armuchee &
Floyd Gospel Music

» Gratitude Tea Party
» Birthday Celebrations
» The Price is Right Game
» Cooking with Phil & Frances

• Pastor Ricky, Ginger
and Katie
• Donnie Hammonds

• Roger Bache
• Georgia Mountain
Music
• Debbie Light
• The Coopers
• Jordan Denton

FUN FACTS
» December’s traditional birthstone is turquoise. It is considered a symbol of good fortune and success.
Zircon and tanzanite are also considered to be December birthstones.
» December’s birth flowers are the holly and the paperwhite Narcissus— a relative of the daffodil with lovely
white blooms.
» Look skyward on the night of December 13th after 9:00 p.m. for a chance to catch a glimpse of the
Geminid meteors. The Geminid meteor shower is the most active shower of the year.
» The Anglo-Saxons called December “Winter monath” or “Yule monath” because of the custom of burning
the Yule log around this time.
» After many Anglo-Saxons became Christians, they called December “Heligh monath” or holy month,
because Christmas, the birth of Jesus, is celebrated in December.
» Common decorations on a Christmas tree each have their specific meanings. Candles represent the light
of the world, the star at the top is a reminder of the first Christmas night,and candy canes are to represent
the shepherd’s cane.
» Not a carol at all, the song “Jingle Bells” was composed in 1857, and not for Christmas– it was actually
meant to be a Thanksgiving song!
» The stock market traditionally sees more activity in December than in any other month. This has been
described as the “Santa Claus Rally.”
» The world became a little more magical on December 5, 1901, when Walter Elias “Walt” Disney was born
in Hermosa, Illinois.
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS AT REGENCY
On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
a happy home at Regency!

5 BINGO wins, 4 fun outings, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2
pets per person, and a happy home at Regency!

On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to
me, 2 pets per person, and a happy home at Regency!

On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to
me, 9 sweet desserts, 8 Christmas carols, 7 sweet
caregivers, 6 BFFs, 5 BINGO wins, 4 fun outings, 3
chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per person, and a happy
home at Regency!

On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to
me, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per person, and a
happy home at Regency!
On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to
me, 4 fun outings, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per
person, and a happy home at Regency!
On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
5 BINGO WINS, 4 fun outings, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2
pets per person, and a happy home at Regency!
On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to
me, 6 BFFs, 5 BINGO WINS, 4 fun outings, 3 chefcooked meals, 2 pets per person, and a happy home
at Regency!
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to
me, 7 sweet caregivers, 6 BFFs, 5 BINGO wins, 4 fun
outings, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per person, and a
happy home at Regency!

On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to
me, 10 new residents, 9 sweet desserts, 8 Christmas
carols, 7 sweet caregivers, 6 BFFs, 5 BINGO wins, 4
fun outings, 3 chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per person,
and a happy home at Regency!
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave
to me, 11 Elvis singers, 10 new residents, 9 sweet
desserts, 8 Christmas carols, 7 sweet caregivers, 6
BFFs, 5 BINGO wins, 4 fun outings, 3 chef-cooked
meals, 2 pets per person, and a happy home at
Regency!
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave
to me, 12 Regency bucks, 11 Elvis singers, 10 new
residents, 9 sweet desserts, 8 Christmas carols, 7
sweet caregivers, 6 BFFs, 5 BINGO wins, 4 fun outings,
3 chef-cooked meals, 2 pets per person, and a happy
home at Regency!

On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to
me, 8 Christmas carols, 7 sweet caregivers, 6 BFFs,

WHAT’S NEW?
Upcoming events in December:
» Christmas celebrations
galore
» BINGO for prizes
» Birthday parties
» Christmas Sing-a-Longs
» Riverwood Bean Bag Toss
» Christmas Cards for Soldiers
» Dirty Santa Gift Exchange
» Christmas Door Decorating
Contest
» Riverwood National Cotton
Candy Day

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Christmas Tea Party
Christmas Crafts
Ugly Christmas Sweater Day
Dyke Creek Christmas
Caroling
Terri Helton Christmas Music
Program
Dixie Stompers
Concerts! Concerts! And
more Concerts!
SANTA

RIVERWOOD SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
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FROM THE BLOG

The History of the Christmas Tree
The Christmas tree has become such an integral part of
the way we celebrate this important holiday. Whether
you prefer a live or artificial tree, white or colored
twinkle lights, glass ornaments or handmade, you
probably have traditionally put up and decorated a tree
with your family and loved ones in the days leading up
to December 25th. But when did this tradition begin
and why?
The history of the Christmas tree actually dates all the
way back to ancient Egypt and Rome, and continues
with the German tradition of candle lit Christmas trees
which made their way to America back in the 1800s.
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All the Way from Germany
Our holiday tradition of tree trimming can be credited
to the Germans, as in the 16th century, devout
Christians brought decorated trees into their homes.
It’s also a widely held belief that it was Martin Luther,
the Protestant reformer, who was the first one to add
candles to a tree, inspired by a late night walk and the
brilliance of the stars blinking among the evergreen
trees. To recreate this beauty for his family, he affixed
lighted candles to a tree in the main room of his home.
In the early 20th century, Americans started to adopt

this tradition, decorating their own trees with mainly
homemade ornaments, while the German-Americans
continued to use items like apples, nuts, and marzipan.
Of course, electricity brought Christmas lights that
could remain aglow for long periods of time, and with
this, Christmas trees began to pop up in town squares
across the country.

Rockefeller Center Tree
The official lighting of this iconic Christmas tree began
in 1933, and has continued ever since. The tallest ever
Christmas tree displayed at Rockefeller Center arrived
in 1948, and it was a Norway Spruce measuring 100 feet
tall. Nowadays, his iconic Christmas tree is generally
decorated with more than 25,000 Christmas lights, and
each year, millions of people make it a mission to lay
eyes on this incredible holiday display in New York City.
Every Christmas tree, no matter how grandiose or
humble, serves to help us usher in the spirit of the
season, and decorating them has become a beautiful
tradition for many Americans.

5 FUN FACTS ABOUT THE
CLASSIC WHITE CHRISTMAS
The holiday classic film, White Christmas,
was released in 1954, and whether or not
you’re a fan of musicals, you’ve likely seen
this one a time or two around the holidays.
You can probably sing along to most of the
numbers in the movie, but there are likely a
few things you didn’t know about the film and
its production. For instance…
1. The film’s title track predates the movie
by more than a decade! The song White
Christmas was composed by Irving Berlin
in 1940, and sung by Bing Crosby on his
Christmas radio show long before the movie
was produced.
2. The film was originally set to star Bing
Crosby and Fred Astaire. The project was
initially concepted as the third installment of
an unofficial trilogy of musicals starring Bing
Crosby and Fred Astaire, of which Holiday Inn
and Blue Skies were the first two.
3. Danny Kaye was a last minute casting
decision. Donald O’Connor was originally set
to play the character of Phil Davis, but he fell
ill shortly before production began. Danny
Kaye was offered the role and requested a
salary of $200,000 plus a percentage of the
film’s gross. They honored his request!
4. Rosemary Clooney could not dance.
Singing is her bread and butter, and you’ll
note that Clooney only has two short dance
scenes in the movie, both of which have very
simple choreography.
5. Crosby wasn’t fond of the “Sisters” scene.
Apparently, Bing Crosby was uncomfortable
doing this scene, and in an effort to
loosen him up, Danny Kaye improvised
the bit where he hits him with the
feathered fan. That laughter on
camera is completely authentic!

RIVERWOOD SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Happy Birthday!
Resident
Janice Barton

Dec. 2

Jacqueline Butler

Dec. 2

Jeanette Matthews

Dec. 2

Ann Byington

Dec. 3

Annette New

Dec. 7

Margaret Ray

Dec. 12

Alvin Sauls

Dec. 10

Elaine Siegel

Dec. 29

Love Came Down at Christmas
BY CHRISTINA ROSSETTI
Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love Divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love Incarnate, Love Divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign
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REASONS TO SEND OUT
HOLIDAY CARDS THIS YEAR
The holiday season is all about family, friends,
love, and joy. Sending holiday cards is a great
way to celebrate this incredible holiday,
and here are a few reasons why you should
consider sending cards this year.

1. Spread the holiday spirit! Think about
how warm and fuzzy you feel when you receive a
card from a friend or family member!? Share the
love.
2. Reconnect! Sending a card during the
holiday season is a great way to reach back out to
folks you may have lost touch with– just in time
for Christmas!
3. Show love. Remind someone how important
they are and how much they mean to you with a
simple Christmas card.
4. Practice gratitude. Sitting down and
putting pen to paper is a great way to remember
your blessings! A holiday card lets you share that
gratitude with someone else too.
So grab a pack of Christmas cards, some
stamps, and your favorite pen. It’s time to
spread that Christmas cheer.

JUST FOR FUN
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SAGITTARIUS

TANZANITE

SOUTHERN

STAR

CANDLES

CHRISTMAS

CAPRICORN

BELLS

DECEMBER

JINGLE

TURQUOISE

SHEPHERD

HOLLY

SOLSTICE

CANES

CROSS-WORD
Down
1. What the Anglo-Saxons called December
3. Jingle Bells was composed in 1857, and
is not a _________ Carol
4. Common decoration on a Christmas Tree
7. A December Meteor Shower
10. December’s birth flower
11. In the stock market, December is also
known as _________ rally

Across
2. December 28th is considered to be the

_________ day of the year.
5. One of December’s Zodiac signs
6. December’s traditional birthstone
8. Walt Disney was born in _________
9. December 13th is also known as the festival of

_________
12. Christmas was banned in _________ for
13 years!
RIVERWOOD SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
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Thank You,

for your outstanding service & care!

ANSWER KEY

CONNECT WITH US
Facebook.com/RiverwoodRetirementRome
RiverwoodRetirement.com
511 West 10th St. Rome, GA 30165 | (706) 235-0807
RD08N

